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SIR: 



Submitted herewith are: 

1, English translation of an International Preliminary 
Examination Report issued in the International Application of 
which the present application is a Continuation; 

2. Copies of the two documents identified on the attached 
form PTO/SB/08A which are cited in the attached copy of the 
International Preliminary Examination Report but which were not 
cited in the International Search Report which was filed with the 
Information Disclosure Statement of August 13, 2003. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner return an 
initialed copy of the attached form PTO/SB/08A to confirm that 
the documents listed therein have been considered and made of 
record. 

Commercially available English language Abstracts are 
provided for both Japanese documents submitted herewith. 



It is respectfully submitted that the attached English 
Language International Preliminary Examination Report satisfies 
the requirement for a concise explanation of relevance for any 
non-English language publications cited therein (MPEP 609 111 
A(3)) . 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully requested that 
the Examiner consider the publications submitted herewith and 
make them of record* 
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